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Keeping Safe- Covid Update
We have had to close our Year One class bubble this week, but I’m pleased to say that we have switched to remote
learning, seamlessly. Nursery children remain at home too, until their isolation period ends. The regulations are clear and
we have to isolate classes if a positive case is confirmed. Public Health have asked us to emphasise that the period of
isolation means NO MIXING with other households at all. You must remain within your home/garden. Several worrying
reports about families not isolating will have to be reported as this is enforceable by law, to keep everyone safe. You
must leave your child at home if they have been told to isolate- even if you are bringing a sibling into school.
A reminder of the new symptoms (from last weeks’ newsletter)
The traditional symptoms still apply: high temperature, persistent cough and loss or change to smell or taste. The three
new symptoms of this variant are:

● Headache
● Runny Nose
● Sore throat.

Please book a PCR test if your child is symptomatic asap. You must stay at home until you get your result
Transition activities with Norham High School for Year 6 have been put back to September. We are awaiting to hear
from other high schools. We will be conducting our transition days in school during the last week of term, but they may
have to be done remotely, via direct video link, depending on the stability in school.
There could be a change in guidance w/c 12th July but, If the guidance remains unchanged then the status quo will be
maintained in school. Our systems that we have in place, with staggered starts and finishes will continue at the beginning
of September. Obviously, we all want normality and for all our school to be open and functioning in its wider aspect - and
that will return eventually. I have been keeping the incoming Headteacher, Mrs White, informed of this information so that
September returns will be seamless. School Risk Assessments will be updated.

Activ5 Week
This week has been a very special week in school, as all the children have taken part in the Tyne & Wear Activ5 sports
week. Our traditional sports day was replaced by a whole week of sporting activities, including cricket, football, athletics,
dodgeball and orienteering. Each day there was a focus on one of the school games values, including self-belief,
honesty, teamwork, respect and determination. The children have thoroughly enjoyed participating in all the activities,
with stickers, certificates and prizes awarded to each class for their effort, enthusiasm and sporting spirit. The
Woodpeckers also enjoyed a visit from Jo and Laura from North Tyneside School Games, as they delivered the
Panathlon event and everyone had a fantastic time. Please continue to support your child in receiving sixty minutes of
physical activity each day and showing them the importance of leading a fit and healthy lifestyle. A HUGE well done to all
our pupils this week and to Miss Watts for organising this week- a great success! I hope that you are all following the
school on Twitter @whitehouseps as there are some great photos of all classes taking part.

Holiday Activities.
As you know, we have always run a Holiday Club, where possible, with the YMCA. This year, we are planning this again,
to be held at the YMCA in North Shields and these are the details so far:
We are still awaiting further information from the NT Council regarding the Holiday Activity Fund
(HAF) and we will advise you how to apply for a place as soon as we receive further details. This
club is for our school, built on our years of partnership working with the YMCA for the benefit of
our families at Whitehouse.  In the meantime, I can confirm the following:-

● The programme is aimed at those children who receive free school dinners, although
their siblings can still attend at a small cost.

● The programme will commence on the 19 July for a 4 week period...operating on
Monday to Thursday from 10 00 am until 2 00 pm.

● Each child will receive a free health lunch in between lots of fun activities

Reports to Parents
Annual reports will be sent to you on Fri 2nd July. In line with government guidance, they are in a reduced format,  and
will cover achievements in all subjects and comments on general progress. This year they will not include attendance
information or attainment information, due to the cancellation of national testing in year 2 and Year 6.

That History Bloke!
Year 3 enjoyed a visit from That History Bloke last week, where they learned all about the Egyptians and mummification.
This week we have enjoyed another visit from him, investigating the life and death of a local coalminer as part of our
topic learning about The Victorians. Such enthusiasm generated in these lessons!

Year One Loan of Laptops
As you know, our Year One class are in isolation until Fri 2ndJuly and Miss Mellody will be leading classes via remote
learning, as previously, on Zoom and SeeSaw. Miss Fox will also be teaching some online lessons. If any family does
not have access to a device/laptop, please contact the school office and we can loan you one. We don’t want anyone to
miss out on their learning. Thankyou.


