
Geography at 
Whitehouse Primary 
School

Our geography provision 
aims to create excitement, 
inspire curiosity, and 
promote deep thinking 
about the world pupils live 
in. 

Big Ideas
▪Place : describe an explain 

places in increasing depth e.g. 
population, climate, economy, 

land use and change, landforms, 
built environment, soils and 

vegetation, communities water 
resources, cultures 

▪ Environment: climate, extreme 
weather, phenomena e.g 

volcanoes  
▪Fieldwork: using maps, exploring 

data, making observations  

Content and sequencing 
•Year 1 Hot and cold places leads into the recurring theme of building upon knowledge of the contrasting physical features 
of our planet and the increasing focus on climate change. Where I live builds on from EYFS curriculum. There is then a first 

engagement with world maps looking at hot and cold countries and then a local area study of the coast comparing a 
working port North Shields with a tourist area of Whitley Bay. 

•Year 2 Builds wider understanding of where we live by looking at the UK and drawing comparison between Newcastle and 
London. The children work to solidify knowledge of the world map by focussing on continents and oceans before doing a 

depth study of the rainforest comparing life for a child here with there. 
•Year 3 Moves onto considering more details features of the UK-human and physical features, identifying climate and 

biomes which will be features which will be looked at again in country studies. There is an in depth study of Volcanoes and 
opportunities to exploit the map skills previously learnt. Our thread of climate studies is built upon.

•Year 4. We move into Europe, again building upon pupils’ knowledge of human and physical features. Previous learning 
about continents used to help locate mountains on maps. Children complete a depth study of South America considering 

how and why there is such extreme weather in some parts and again, a link to climate change, trade and the impact of 
deforestation. This builds upon the Y2 work examining the rainforests.

Year 5 begin with a look Rivers and the water cycle, building upon our knowledge of physical geography. Next, the unit 
focuses on North America, paying particular attention to hurricanes and tornadoes. They then consider their previous 
learning about mountains and volcanoes by learning about earthquakes and tsunamis. They carry out case studies to 

deepen their enquiry skills. 
•Year 6 continue to develop their knowledge of physical and human Geography by studying the changing land use in the 

UK and carry out an in-depth study of Europe thinking about all their prior learning about land use and phenomena looking 
at some of the distinctive geographical features of the region and change over time. There is a particular focus on the east 
and in particular Chernobyl/Russia. They finally look at Antarctica and deepen their knowledge of the concept of climate 

change. 

Links with English and Maths

• High quality texts
• Vocabulary 
• Reasoning and inference 
• Non- fiction writing 

• Number 
• Measures
• Statistics 
• Direction 

Retrieval Practice

• Knowledge organisers in books 
and sent home 

• Low-stakes quizzes for long term 

memory 

• Varied teaching and learning 

activities 

• Thoughtful sequencing of content 

• Specific teaching of vocabulary 

Progress
Units of work are carefully sequenced so prior knowledge and 

concepts are built upon

Regular formative assessment and assessment for learning 
ensures gaps are filled 

Effective questioning and higher order thinking features in every 
level

Progress and attainment within units is recorded and shared with 
all teaching staff 

Opportunity for revisiting content or apply learning at greater 
depth 

Support 
For staff:
• National Curriculum
• Knowledge Organisers
• Shared Area resources 
• LA and NTLT

For Pupils:
• Ambitious targets for all pupils 
• Quality first planning and teaching in first 

instance to meet all needs 
• Guidance from any individual support plans used 

when meeting any specific needs
• Texts/ resources chosen which are accessible for 

pupils 
• Pupils requiring support do not miss the same 

lesson every week 


